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A UNMASKING ALFRED KINSEY

R. ALFRED KINSEY, author
D of the famous Kinsey Report,

was quite the interviewer. His
biographer, James H. Jones, writing in
the Aug. 25 New Yorker, describes
how Kinsey, inquiring into the most
private and secret sexual histories of
his subjects, would ask questions in
staccato style so as to deny the inter-
viewee the chance to think of a lie.
Questions  pre-
supposed the be-
havior inquired
about. It was, “At
what age did you
begin masturbat-
ing?” — not “Do
you masturbate?”
When asked how
he could tell
when a subject

MOMNA was (_:overing up,
boasting or lying,
CHAREN Kinsey retorted,
“As well ask a

horse trader how
he knows when

to close a bargain.”

For thousands of hours, year after
year, Kinsey interviewed thousands
of people about their sex histories. It
was all supposed to be very scientific.
Certainly, the language suggested
rigorous scientific method. But there
were no written records of the inter-

views, certainly no audio or video-

tapes. There was no formal question-
naire, just a personal code Kinsey de-
signed to recall what subjects had
told him.

Sexual Behavior in the Human
Male — sounds downright anthropo-
logical, doesn’t it? — created a sensa-
tion when it was published with the
imprimatur of the Rockefeller Foun-
dation. America embraced Kinsey ar-
dently and uncritically. He asserted
that deviant sexual behavior was ab-
solutely endemic among teen-age
American males, and America be-
lieved him — thus undermining the
very concept of deviance. (Despite
the title, the report did not attempt to

study “human” males, only American
males growing up in a few East Coast
states.) Kinsey made the claim that
10 percent of males were practicing
homosexuals, a figure that was wide-
ly accepted for two generations. But
in 1994, the University of Chicago’s
National Health and Social Life Sur-
vey found that only 2.8 percent of
American men could be called bi-
sexual or homosexual.

Though Kinsey was at pains to
present himself as a tweedy, middle-
American professor and family man,
Jones reveals, he was in fact a mis-
sionary whose goal it was to release

America from the grip of “Victorian”
inhibitions about sex. Why? Because
Kinsey — wife and four children not-
withstanding — was a serious sexual
deviant himself.

The truth is about as tawdry and
pathetic as Kinsey critics could possi-
bly have imagined in their wildest
dreams. Kinsey was not only interest-
ed in homosexual encounters — and
he had many — but also in sadism
and masochism. Jones, who had
served as a scientific adviser to Kin-
sey’s Institute for Sex Research, re-
veals that Kinsey, far from the anti-
septic researcher serving science,
was actually more of a panting voy-
eur, pursuing wilder and stranger

sexual exploits as his life unfolded. ‘-

He trolled through homosexual
bars and nightclubs, supposedly
seeking subjects for scientific re-
search, but also seeking more private
thrills. The subjects of his research
were drawn disproportionately from
among homosexuals. He had a par-
ticular interest in masochists. ;

At the Institute for Sex Research,
Kinsey attempted to create a private
sexual utopia, where everyone could
have sex with everyone else. Kinsey’s
wife, Clara, who reportedly wor-
shipped him, acquiesced, apparently
even agreeing to be photographed
masturbating and having sex with a
staff member. There was, according
to the wife of another employee,
“sickening pressure” to agree to hav-
ing sex on film.

As for the great man himself, he
liked to be filmed — from the neck
down — performing masochistic acts
on his penis, like inserting pipe
cleaners or swizzle sticks.

Toward the end of his life, Kinsey
came to believe that there was noth-
ing inherently wrong with sexual en-
counters between adults and chil-
dren. It was society’s attitude toward
such contact that caused trouble.

In the 50 years since the Kinsey
Report was published, Americans
have behaved more or less as Kinsey
would have wished, erasing centur-
ies’ old stigmas, jumping into sexual
activity at a young age and placing
sexual pleasure near the top of the
hierarchy of life’s goals.

Americans worship experts of ev-
ery stripe — even to the point of
abandoning common sense. Kinsey
donned a lab coat and told us that all
sexual behavior was “natural” and
therefore beyond the reach of tradi-
tional morality. It was an absurd
claim on its face — theft and murder
are natural, too — and now we know
that even the data he used were
fraudulent. Jones has shown that Al-
fred Kinsey began the project we
now call “defining deviancy down.”

© Creators Svndicate, Inc.

}



[UESDAY, AUGUST 19, 1997

E: ﬁquﬂ»mhnﬂ...nﬁnﬂ»

L\Af:m.

o n

i fe
&m&w..w. 2
g28'a (A HE
%JO#S.M_M e —uw
PG ~> B
age g [k Sg
o5 g5 %
mwmm = 2%
o = |@ 98
58 QT o
<650 e
poe . Ea

research into human sexuality, is

portrayed in a new biography as a

there is Liberty" 11

P O R AR

D FE,

oo B8 Sl HglLgly 000 TR AHLHVBT LY s s
SE TEITE EPITRLRALESRLE O4%8528088 gecy
= Tilkg o RS pmidaid 3¢ = = To R~ 5 o
@0 d S giiE g ToERnINS 5y 50 or T Rl
o 2845 5 o et ERER— ot o Y =]
o G Rttt | FEN TR R EION FEAD-E Ay S P
a5 ¢ 1 - 4 oz = IR g
ZoF5s T g og B t.ﬂ_...nm.m.uqm Amhemmdfwvhw = vammam .W.J.m o
WOQHK...EMIUCU 3 et o £ 2 LR nw“.mereci.s g = o
TUEPE G E P S i b wBy oW EC B ROFY S0 85| 8
SUqelu U alcgRE SRS RESES ESnla5uEE (S5 -
PR b L i SH8EE538 |k
) 23D - . - 0 o7 o |
R T R =R J Rt - - GEE o 0
CESETEELIRE T L5TE P SE%i88ELy |2
.8 088D ; x% DT 1 P588E |G
Sxg408188% ol EX 60 0% 55ESEASEE |
379 i Sch EL5SBuoTEs
L 88 8 oung.u g i | DEEEES S5 LTS B
5 =g =t P Q n 3 Q
§oECPEER S | eE e s ESIS0Z2.2, |0
aPo52d = e f S a0 sgagd
NS e ZEN S5 Bobwid= R.m Yp B 8 .
L Sepyidy Eiipsiess
O Bra D AT (R gicH ew,.mr... n S B ﬂm.m.. o

T ST NI CE T S TR T TS

MSEY

itinued from Page 1

sed verslons like The New
‘cer's might be used Lo carica-
Kinsey.
''s 900 pages long ™ Bancroft
I of the book. "It w™ get boiled
n, prople will lake things oul
antext, and they's use It in
¢ ongoing attaciks on Kinsey,
'm they sce as a sort of Anfi-
st, a sort of architect of Amerl-
decline.
Ihal's grossly unjustified, . ..
an Important figure In the
i1 century. I think the majority
he people will recognize that
orlance even If they don't like
ything he did.”
insey’s ploneerlng studies of
nan sexual behavior in the
0s and 19508 are credited
1, in Bancrolt's words, demys-
ng sex and making It some-
i thal can be openly (talked
ul In U.S. soclety. :
Insey died In 1956.

-

—— But-his work In recent years

has been strongly attacked by
scholars questioning. its method-
ologles and some religious conser-
vatives complaining about its em-
phasis on “deviant” sexual
practices,

Jones' book throws fuel on both
fires. vy

While he echoes Bancroft's con-
tention about Kinsey's legacy and
adds that he was a devoted hus-
band ‘and successful father, Jones
also deplets the renowned sclen-
tist as a homosexual and masoch-
Ist “who, as he grew older, pur-
sued an interest In extreme

sexuality with increasing compul-

slveness.” '

Those pursuits, according to
Jones, included: ;4" E

A Kinsey, his wife, Clara, and
others having sex with at least
one of the subjects of his sludles,
a young :professiontal man whom
Jones docs not Identify.’

f Kinscy's deeree that mem-
bers of his close circle of {riends
and researchers could have extra-

~-marilal sexual lalsons of all

stripes, as long as :n,m_::ce.na
first.
FiThe f(ilming of various scx

acts In the attic of Kinsey's Bloom--

Ington home, including Kinsey en-
gaging In "masochistic masturba-
tion.”

Jones writes that one staff
member's wife talked of feeling
“sickening pressure” to have sex
on fllm to protect her husband’s
carcer at the instilute. Indeed,
Jones at one polnt describes Kin-
sey as similar in some ways to a
modern-day cult leader.

Jones, who has bcen rescarch-
Ing Kinsey for 25 years, argucs
that the sclentist's own sexuality
carried over inlo his work and

.affected his findings,

"The Americans who most per-
sistently engaged Kinsey's allen-
tion were people who were cither
on the margins or beyond the
pale:’ homosexuals, sadomaso-
chists, voyeurs, exhlbitionists, pe-
dophiles, transsexuals, transves-
tites, fetishists,” Jones writes.

IU officlals have steadfastly de-

fended Kinsey over the years, but
Bancroft and some former asso-
clates have acknowledged prob-
lems with Kinsey's statistical
samplings. :

But Bancroft takes issue with
Jones' statement that Kinsey's
“methodology and his sampling
technlque . virtually guaranteed
that he would find what he was
looking for,” )

"(Kinsey) was a very principled
sclentist,” Bancroft said.
* He sald that while Kinsey's
methods may not be acceptable by
loday’s slandards, he thought he
was dolng the right thing. at the
time. :

Still, Bancroft sees Jones' book
as a valuable one. _ :
"It telle us that clearly (Kinsey)
had a very troubled sexual devel-
opment himself, which I think we
probably all were. aware of but
didu't have it documented In so
much delall,” he sald, “(And) 1
don't think It In any way detracls
from his repulation as a pioneer.” -
Paul Gebhard, a close colleaguc

.. arlicle,” he said.

of Kinscy’'s whom Jones quolc
aboul the attic fllming sesslon:
refused to comment on those mat
lers Monday, saying he was bdujx
by confidentiality. g

“One of the cardinal rules o
the institute has always beest tha-
we cannot discuss the sexual’ac.
tivitles of anyone,". he sald- "
cannot say anything about sexta’
matters.” Tt

Gebbard did acknowledge beihg
interviewed by Jones and sald-the
author Is a reputable scholar, w:

Bl he seconded Bancroft's fon-
cern about aspeels of the "Lk
belng distorled. e

“There can't be much context if
you have it in a short jourtial

Jones, who himsclf scrved on
the Kinsey Inslitule's sclence sid-
visory board, recelved his doclor-
atc in history at 1U on the strenyith

of a dissertation about the ins!j-
tute. The author is not granting
inlerviews until the book comes
off the press, according (o his pub-
lisher. .
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